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May it please the Panel, 
 
My name is Paul James Francis, Company Director of CHRISTCHURCH. 
 
LEAVE TO APPEAR 
 

1. I seek leave to appear as an expert witness with junior general expertise in land development and 
to submit evidence along with others to this District Plan Review In the circumstances that 
 

2. I am also 
 

3.  An officer of the High Court of New Zealand not currently practising and as such not under the 
supervision of a lawyer nor a member of any branch of the New Zealand law society yet 
respectful and desiring to uphold the law.  
 

4. Wanting to advocate for the rezoning of land around Dunsandel as a Director of Opal Consortia 
which holds an assortment of development rights and intentions on relevant blocks of land. 
 

5. Wanting to work to see a municipal waste water solution for Dunsandel balanced via an 
incremental expansion of the town and a healthy tension with the protection of surrounding 
productive Rural land. 
 

6. Wanting to build a car factory in that area to build electric vehicles. 
 

LEAVE TO FILE 

7. There are process alternatives to this District Plan Review such as the Resource Consent Process, 
Private Plan Changes and the post Covid Fast Track process. 
 

8. However this appears to be the best forum as many important stakeholders are represented here 
and there is an efficiency to the significance of this Review being as it responds partly to the 
injunctions from Central Government around Urban Growth and so there is a genuine desire to 
bring these considerations to this ideal forum. 
 

9. Organisations that have been aware of Opal Consortia’s work to varying degrees in these 
direction include: 
 

a. Cabinet 
b. ECAN 
c. Greater Canterbury Partnership 
d. Selwyn District Council 
e. NZTA, KiwiRail 
f. Various leading Consultants who are serving a number of influential submitters to this 

Review. 
 



10. Leave to file is partially mitigated by this limited awareness, and by the challenge of the goals 
and by the potential benefit to the District of these goals. 

 
11. The Panel then is already due to consider Rezoning around Dunsandel.  A more complete 

consideration is arguably beneficial. 
 
REZONING HEARINGS 
 
12. Opal Consortia has an agreement with SURVUS who is submitter number to amend that 

submission. 
 

13. This Leave is being sought on the assumption that that submission will be suitably amended to 
request certain Rezoning immediately around Dunsandel and probably also suitable development 
areas to facilitate a Car factory and a solar farm. 
 

14. This evidence from me will set out: 
 

a. Some extents for the suggested expansion of Dunsandel 
b. Update the Panel on work on waste water and water which are important considerations 

for Rezoning 
c. provide some high-level calculations and statistics to inform the Panel 

 
15. As I am new to these hearings it may be important for me to reassure the Panel that I am 

respectful of this process. 
 

THANK YOU 
 
In seeking leave today I would like to thank God for his goodness 
 
I would like to thank my father Ken for demonstrating a pioneering spirit to me when I was five by 
starting a new school  then now known as Excelliere College 
 
I would like to thank my mother Margaret for her hospitality and generosity and the inspiration she has 
provided to our family by telling us stories about her uncle Doug Warren who was a Chairman of the 
Paparoa County Council. May he and his wife Roma Rest In Peace 
 
I would like to thank Rhonda Maher whose determination and conviction agreed we should join 
Canterbury during the earthquakes from Auckland. 
 
Rhonda is doing a great job with our children so I have more time to work and I would like to use the next 
12 months or so affectively to see some lasting change in the District out of respect for this opportunity 
and for Rhonda. 
 
I thank her and honour my parents here today. 
 
Last but not least I would like to thank the Panel for its ongoing work, Environment Canterbury and 
Selwyn District Council and the other submitters and their Counsel and Consultants for their forebearance 
and patience and to the Government for the policies which are shaping the landscape of opportunity in 
this great region in this great nation. 
 


